











Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA     P. O. Box 3243    Telephone  +251115-   517700    Fax : +251115-   517844 




Ninth Ordinary Session 
25 – 29 June, 2006 












REPORT ON THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE 
AFRICA-EUROPE DIALOGUE 
EX.CL/256 (IX)  
Page 1 
 
REPORT ON THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE AFRICA-EUROPE DIALOGUE 
 
 The Sixth Ministerial Meeting of the Africa-EU Troïkas was held in Vienna, 
Austria on 8 May 2006.  At the end of the meeting the attached Communiqué was 
issued. 
 
 After reviewing the Joint Implementation Matrix and issues pertaining to the 
strengthening of the Africa-EU dialogue, conflicts and post-conflict reconstruction in 
Africa, good governance, regional economic integration, cooperation and trade, key 
development issues such as migration, infrastructure, HIV/AIDS the meeting adopted 
a number of joint initiatives. 
 
 The meeting therefore: 
 
i) Endorsed a Joint Implementation Matrix to monitor the implementation of 
the commitments made;  
 
ii) Agreed to work on a proposal for an outline of a Joint EU-Africa Strategy, 
ideally to be adopted at the 2nd EU-Africa Summit; In this context, the AU 
side expressed its concerns regarding delays in the holding the Summit 
given that a number of recommendations made by various ministerial 
meetings await decisions by the Heads of State and Government of the 
two sides, as discussed in Bamako, Mali. The EU side proposed that we 
continue with the search for creative options, including holding the Summit 
on a Troika format or a Summit where Zimbabwe would be represented by 
a " Special Envoy"; 
 
iii) Welcomed the envisaged increase in the financial support to the African 
Union and in particular the forthcoming support programme of 55 million € 
financed from the 9th EDF; 
 
iv) Also welcomed the short-term replenishment of the Africa Peace Facility 
with 50 million € from the 9th EDF to finance the African Union Mission in 
Sudan and the provision of 300 million € from the 10th EDF in order to 
continue the Africa Peace Facility from 2008 to 2010; 
 
v) Further welcomed the recent signing of the Darfur Peace Agreement 
(DPA) in Abuja, Nigeria, and expressed appreciation to the AU and Nigeria 
for their efforts as well as to the support of the international community. It 
called upon the parties to implement the DPA scrupulously and urged other 
rebel movements to immediately and unconditionally sign the DPA; 
 
vi) Welcomed the development of a Governance Initiative for Africa, which 
will aim to establish a consensus and support for the implementation of 
programmes on governance; 
 
vii) Agreed to regularly discuss Human Rights issues, including on expert 
level, in a modified troika format; 
 
viii) The Meeting welcomed the process of the rationalization of Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs) and the work of developing a minimum 
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integration and convergence programme through the review of relevant 
provisions of the Abuja Treaty currently being carried out by the AU. Note 
was also taken of the need to enhance the capacities of the RECs and the 
AU Commission to ensure optimal synergy and harmonization of 
programmes and policies within and among the RECS as well as of the 
progress in the negotiations for regional Economic Partnership 
Agreements (EPAs) to be completed by December 2007; 
 
ix) In trade field, the African side called upon the EU side to assist in ensuring 
easy access of Africa to aid for trade; 
 
x) Ministers welcomed the initiative to establish an EU-Africa Business 
Forum, whose first meeting the EU side will host in Brussels in the last 
quarter of 2006. The meeting looked forward to the holding of the first EU 
Africa Business Forum;  
 
xi) Ministers encouraged the AU Commission and the NEPAD Secretariat to 
continue their efforts to further improve cooperation and coordination; 
 
xii) Welcomed the increase in the level of financing for cooperation via the 
European Development Fund by making available 22.682 billion € under 
the 10th EDF for the period 2008 – 2013; 
 
xiii) Looked forward to the holding of an EU-Africa ministerial meeting on 
migration bearing in mind the UN High Level Dialogue on migration which 
will be held in September 2006;  
 
xiv) Welcomed the preliminary report of the Continental Assessment of Early 
Warning Systems for Food Security, conducted under the auspices of the 
FAO and financed by the EU; 
 
xv) Looked forward to the establishment of a Trust Fund to underpin the EU-
Africa Partnership for Infrastructure with an initial amount of 60 million € in 
grants from Community assistance and up to 260 million € in loans 
managed by the EIB. This partnership will take into consideration and 
contribute to the NEPAD I-STAP. 
  
Furthermore, the meeting agreed on the importance of monitoring the 
implementation of the commitments made by both sides. In this respect, it was 
agreed that the joint implementation matrix be updated every three months by the 
Troikas of Ambassadors in Addis Ababa and presented to the Ministerial Troikas at 
their biannual meetings.  
 
The African side welcomed the European Commission’s proposal to mobilise 
30 million € against Avian Flu through the existing partnership and mechanism of the 
AU (ALIVE). The EU invited the AU to participate at the next Senior Official Meeting 
scheduled to take place in Vienna on 6th and 7th June, following the Beijing Pledging 
Conference. This meeting will be an opportunity to highlight the specific situation of 
African Countries toward Avian Flu spread and to propose that the next meeting 
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6TH EU - AFRICA MINISTERIAL TROIKA MEETING 
Vienna, 8 May 2006 
In the framework of the EU-Africa dialogue, the sixth Ministerial  
Meeting of the African and EU Troikas met in Vienna, Austria, on 8 May 2006. The 
meeting was preceded by a meeting of Senior Officials, held on 6 and 7 May 2006. 
The meeting of Ministers was co-chaired by H.E. Rodolphe Adada, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Congo and current chairperson of the AU Executive 
Council and H.E. Ursula Plassnik, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Austria and current President of the Council of the European Union (EU). 
The African troika was also composed of H.E. Dr Lam Akol, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Sudan, and Ambassador George O. Ajonye, representative 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria. and the African Union Commissioners 
H.E. Dr. Maxwell M. Mkwezalamba, Commissioner for Economic Affairs, and H.E. 
Said Djinnit, Commissioner for Peace and Security.  
 
The EU troika was also composed of H.E. Erkki Tuomioja, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Finland, the member of the European Commission, responsible for Development 
Aid and Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Louis Michel, and Mr. Koen Vervaeke, Head of the 




In December 2005, the European Union adopted a new Strategy for Africa. This 
Strategy provides a common, comprehensive and coherent framework for action for 
all EU Member States and the European Commission to support Africa’s efforts to 
reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The Strategy reflects 
Europe’s interest that Africa develops into a stable and prosperous continent.  
 
2006 will be a key year for implementation. Ministers met today to assess progress 





• Endorsed a Joint Implementation Matrix to monitor the implementation of the 
commitments made; 
 
• Agreed to work on a proposal for an outline of a Joint EU-Africa Strategy, 
ideally to be adopted at the 2nd EU-Africa Summit; 
 
• Welcomed the envisaged increase in the financial support to the African 
Union and in particular the forthcoming support programme of 55 million € 
financed from the 9th EDF; 
 
• Further welcomed the short term replenishment of the Africa Peace Facility 
with 50 million € from the 9th EDF to finance the African Union Mission in 
 
 




Sudan and the provision of 300 million € from the 10th EDF in order to 
continue the Africa Peace Facility from 2008 to 2010.  
 
• Welcomed the development of a Governance Initiative for Africa which will 
aim to establish a consensus and support for the implementation of 
programmes on governance; 
 
• Agreed to regularly discuss Human Rights issues, including on expert level, in 
a modified troika format; 
 
• Looked forward to the holding of the first EU Africa Business Forum in 
Brussels in autumn 2006; 
 
• Welcomed the increase in the level of financing for cooperation via the 
European Development Fund by making available 22.682 billion € under the 
10th EDF for the period 2008 – 2013; 
 
• Looked forward to the holding of an EU-Africa ministerial meeting on 
migration bearing in mind the UN High Level Dialogue on migration which will 
be held in September 2006; 
 
• Welcomed the preliminary report of the Continental Assessment of Early 
Warning Systems for Food Security, conducted under the auspices of the 
FAO and financed by the EU; 
 
• Looked forward to the establishment of a Trust Fund to underpin the EU-
Africa Partnership for Infrastructure with an initial amount of 60 million € in 
grants from Community assistance and up to 260 million € in loans managed 





a) Endorsement of Joint Implementation Matrix 
 
Ministers endorsed the Joint Implementation Matrix setting out the 
commitments of the two sides in relation to the Cairo Plan of Action, the AU 
policy agenda and the EU Strategy for Africa and commended the two side’s 
experts and the Africa-EU Troika for their work in its preparation. Ministers 
agreed to consider it as a living document. Ministers request the Troika 
Ambassadors to update and follow-up the Joint Implementation Matrix on a 
regular basis (at least every three months) and based on a joint proposal by 
both Commissions and the Council Secretariat. They further requested the 
Troika Ambassadors to table progress reports at the bi-annual AU-Africa 
Ministerial Troika Meetings and to hold their first meeting on the matrix in June 
2006. The EU side offered that information on EU Member States’ bilateral aid 









b) Joint Africa/ EU Strategy: the way forward 
 
The two sides reiterated the agreement reached at the 5th Ministerial Troika 
Meeting in Bamako to transform the EU Strategy for Africa into a Joint 
Strategy. 
 
They agreed that this should be a focused, political document, setting out a vision 
of EU African relations in the decade ahead, and building on a dialogue that 
should be flexible, deeper, more frequent and include new areas of common 
interest. The Joint Strategy should be structured along the four clusters, peace 
and security, human rights and governance, trade and integration, development.  
 
Ministers agreed that the Joint Implementation Matrix would be taken as a starting 
point for identifying areas suitable for a Joint EU-Africa Strategy and that the next 
Ministerial Troika would discuss a proposal for an outline for this Strategy, ideally 
to be adopted on the occasion of the 2nd EU-Africa Summit.  
 
Ministers noted with satisfaction that the African side has started the process of 
arriving at a Joint Strategy by initiating consultations among the AU Member 
States using the Joint Implementation Matrix and the EU Strategy for Africa as the 
basis. 
 
c) Enhancing the Dialogue towards the Lisbon Summit  
 
In the light of the first EU Africa summit in Cairo, Ministers reiterated the need 
and the desire to hold a second EU-Africa summit which would reflect the 
intensification and broadening of the EU-Africa dialogue in recent years and 
provide guidance and impetus for the future of EU-Africa relations. 
 
Ministers agreed that the present Troika format could be opened as 
appropriate to allow for more representative participation in the dialogue and 
that an EU-Africa Senior Officials Meeting could be a further step in this 
direction. 
 
d) Institutional Transformation 
  
Ministers stressed the particular benefit of sharing experience and expertise 
between AU and EU given similar objectives, and underlined the importance 
of intensified cooperation of the AU Commission and the European 
Commission/Council Secretariat. 
  
The report of the AU Commission on the progress made in the process of 
institutional transformation was taken note of. The European Commission 
expressed its readiness to continue and strengthen its support in this key 
area, and reiterated the forthcoming support programme of 55 million € to be 















Ministers welcomed the signing of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) by the 
government of Sudan and the SLM/A. They acknowledged that the DPA 
paves the way for the rapid improvement of the humanitarian and security 
situation on the ground, including the protection of the civilian population and 
the unhindered delivery of humanitarian assistance, and the restoration of 
lasting peace and reconciliation in the region. They urged the other rebel 
movements to immediately and unconditionally sign the Darfur peace 
agreement. 
 
Ministers expressed appreciation to the African Union and the facilitation of 
Nigeria, which hosted the talks, for their efforts. They also expressed 
appreciation to the support provided to the African Union by the international 
community throughout the negotiation process.  
 
Ministers called on the parties to implement the DPA scrupulously without 
delay and in good faith. In this respect, Ministers stressed the role to be 
played by AMIS in the coming months in the implementation of the DPA and 
emphasised the need to strengthen AMIS through, in particular, the 
implementation of the recommendations made by the Joint Assessment 
Missions.  
 
Ministers welcomed the progress made since the adoption of the AU-PSC 
decision of March 10, 2006. Ministers were of the view that, within the 
framework of the relevant provisions of this decision, the signing of the DPA in 
Abuja would open the way for an early conclusion of discussions between the 
UN and the Government of National Unity of the Sudan on the role of the UN 
in Darfur, including required preparatory steps.  
 
Ministers agreed that the international community should urgently provide the 
necessary support for the implementation of the DPA and the reconstruction of 
Darfur. The EU expressed its commitment to support the implementation of 
the DPA, including through the enhancement of AMIS and by supporting the 
Darfur/Darfur dialogue and post-conflict reconstruction in Darfur.  Ministers 
welcomed the recently announced contribution of  50 M€ from the Africa 
Peace Facility to AMIS, in addition to the 162 M€ already provided. Ministers 
further welcomed the pledge of 100 M€ made by the European Commission 
for a humanitarian and initial recovery package.  The EU reiterated its 
readiness to continue to provide technical and logistical support to AMIS.  
  
While welcoming further progress in the implementation of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA) between the Government of Sudan and the SPLM/A, 
Ministers called on the parties to remain committed to its full implementation. 
They appealed to the international community to honour the pledges made at 
the Oslo Donors’ Conference and ensure the follow-up of the outcome of the 








Ministers welcomed the ongoing efforts to overcome the tensions in Eastern 
Sudan and called on all parties to expedite the process aimed at resolving all 
disagreements.  
 
b) DR Congo 
 
Ministers took note of the important progress accomplished in the preparations 
for organising the elections. They urged all Congolese actors - the espace 
présidentiel, the transitional government and institutions, the political parties, 
their leaders and civil society - to work together to ensure peaceful, fair and 
transparent elections on the announced date of 30 July 2006. Their continued 
engagement will also be required after the elections in order to promote an 
inclusive process of reconstruction of the country. 
 
Both sides agreed about the importance that the forthcoming elections as part 
of the efforts to promote lasting peace and stability in the DRC. The EU side 
informed the African side about the operation EUFOR RD Congo as a 
contribution to a peaceful and stable environment during the elections, in 
support to MONUC, and about the support of this operation by the UN 
Security Council. 
 
They underlined the importance of ensuring peace in the Eastern part of the 
country and expressed their support for efforts aimed at neutralising and 
disarming armed groups there. In this context they called upon the 
government of the DRC and neighbouring countries to work together while 
respecting the territorial integrity of the DRC. The EU promised continued 
support for Security Sector Reform and welcomed the cooperation with some 
AU member states on the ground. 
 
They took note of the preparations for organising the second Summit of Heads 
of State and Governments of the International Conference on the Great Lakes 
region. 
 
c) Côte d'Ivoire 
 
Ministers welcomed the progress achieved in the Peace Process in Côte 
d’Ivoire since the first full session of the transitional government in March 2006 
and the "new spirit" that prevails in the national reconciliation dialogue. They 
commended the efforts of Prime Minister Banny to create an environment of 
confidence and to accelerate the application of the Roadmap and took note of 
the engagements undertaken by the political leaders of the country in 
Yamoussoukro in February 2006 calling upon all parties to contribute 
positively in the Peace and Reconciliation process. 
 
They welcomed the inauguration of the Independent Electoral Commission 
and urged its members to ensure that all preconditions are met for elections to 









Ministers stressed the urgency to start the concomitant process of 
identification and disarmament and the restructuring of the security forces. 
 
Ministers condemned all acts of violence and human rights' violations which 
jeopardise the Peace and reconciliation process and called upon all Ivorians to 
enter the new era leading to the October elections.  
 
d) Ethiopia/Eritrea 
   
Ministers welcomed the support given by the Witnesses to the Algiers 
Agreement to the on-going US sponsored initiative to break the impasse in the 
peace process and to defuse tensions between the two countries; 
 
Ministers expressed the hope that the progress observed during the last 
months would lead to a definitive resolution of the current stalemate regarding 
the demarcation of the boarder and lead to lasting peace; 
 
Both sides expressed their full support for the role of UN and UNMEE; 
 
Ministers reiterated the need for both countries to fully implement successive 




Ministers welcomed the recent creation of a Joint Monitoring Committee (in 
which the EU will fully participate) and other steps taken by the Government of 
Uganda to improve further the situation on Northern Uganda. They expressed 
the hope that these efforts will soon lead to an end of the humanitarian crisis 
in Northern Uganda. They called on the International Community to intensify 
efforts in providing support including funding for the return of IDPs and for 
DDR.  
 
Both sides stressed the need to strive for a peaceful resolution to the conflict; 
 
Ministers condemned the criminal acts of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
terrorising the population and underlined the need for enhanced regional 
cooperation, including in the context of the International Conference on the 
Great Lakes, to achieve peace and put an end to these acts by the LRA, 
including by facilitating the arrest of those indicted by the International 




Ministers condemned attacks by rebel movements in Chad and incursions in 
refugee camps. Ministers expressed concern at the breakdown of Sudan-
Chad relation. Ministers urged both sides to respect the commitments made 
within the framework of the agreement and the declaration of Tripoli and 
welcomed the AU Commission ongoing efforts in this regard, which the EU is 








They called on the Chadian government to engage in dialogue with all political 
forces in Chad in order to consolidate the democratic process in the country. 
They welcomed any support the chairman of the AU, together with the EU and 
other international partners, could offer in order to facilitate dialogue.  
 
g) African Peace and Security Architecture/ Africa Peace Facility  
 
Ministers noted with appreciation the significant progress that has been made 
by the AU and the relevant sub-regional organisations in developing the 
African Peace and Security Architecture. They underlined the importance of 
capacity building and noted the vital contribution the Africa Peace Facility has 
made in this regard. The African side welcomed the EU’s decision to replenish 
in the short term the Africa Peace Facility with 50 million € from the 9th EDF to 
finance the African Union Mission in Sudan and to continue the African Peace 
Facility under the next financial framework, starting with 300 million € from 
2008 to 2010 from the 10th EDF.  
 
Ministers expressed their appreciation for the progress made in the 
establishment of the African Stand-by Force and the cooperation between the 
AU and the EU and other donors. The EU informed that it is elaborating a 
framework for support to the Africa CPMR capabilities", that will be discussed, 
before being finalized, with the AU and the relevant sub-regional 
organisations. Ministers acknowledged the necessity to harmonize any 
support by the international community for regional training centres and 
centres of excellence for the African Stand-by Force. They also stressed the 
importance to continue supporting the African Centre on the Study and 




a) Governance Initiative 
  
Ministers welcomed the development of a Governance Initiative for Africa 
which will aim to establish a consensus on governance within the framework of 




Ministers noted that the APRM has continued to make progress in the 
governance sector and welcomed the increase in the membership which is 
now at 26 African countries. They appealed for further accessions by AU 
Member States, in order to enhance transparency and accountability on the 
continent. 
 
Ministers welcomed the submissions of country reports by Ghana and Rwanda 
and expressed particular satisfaction at the completion of Ghana’s Peer 
Review in January 2006. The EU expressed interest in exchanging views with 
the AU on these reports, experience gained, the usefulness of the exercise 
and the lessons learned. The EU encouraged the other African countries to 
move forward in completion and publication of their peer reviews. The next 
 
 




reviews will be on, Algeria, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, South Africa and 
Uganda. Ministers noted with appreciation that the Governance Initiative aims 
at supporting the APRM and the reforms it will trigger as appropriate in the 
framework of programming of its assistance. 
 
Ministers noted with appreciation the completion of the feasibility studies on 
the establishment of the Electoral Assistance Fund and Unit and the 
organisation of a series of workshops to be held during 2006 in order to 
validate the studies. Ministers took note of the wish of the African side for the 
EU to contribute to the Fund.  
 
Ministers welcomed the inclusion of a plan of support for the African Peer 
Review Mechanism (APRM) within the Governance Initiative. 
 
c) Human Rights 
  
Ministers reiterated the deep attachment of the AU and the EU to democracy, 
human rights and the rule of law as basic conditions for peace, security and 
development. 
 
Ministers welcomed the recent appointment of the Judges of the African Court 
on Human and People's Rights, and expressed the expectation that the Court 
would be operational in the near future..  
 
Ministers also took note of the various other activities under the AU’s Human 
Rights agenda.  
 
Ministers welcomed the recent creation of the UNHRC. Ministers discussed a 
number of country situations and agreed to follow them up in a modified troika 
format, consisting of HR experts of both sides. This modified troika format 
could also be used for regular contacts in order to cooperate fruitfully in the 
Human Rights Council. 
 
d) Cooperation on International Criminal Court 
 
Ministers welcomed important steps to end impunity which will foster the rule 
of law, good governance, stability and reconciliation in the regions concerned. 
Bearing in mind the decisive role the ICC is playing in this regard, the 
Ministers agreed on the need for AU to cooperate closely with ICC.  
 
e) Corruption 
   
Both sides agreed to encourage Member States to ratify the AU and UN 
Conventions against corruption in order to further enhance the fight against 
corruption and corrupt practices, facilitate the return of illegally acquired assets 











f) Cultural goods 
  
Ministers reiterated commitments made at the Bamako Ministerial Troika 
Meeting on the return of cultural goods to their countries of origin. The African 
side called upon the EU side and UNESCO to speed up the compilation of the 
inventory on cooperation in the field of cultural goods and to report on 
progress as soon as possible. The EU side is looking forward to a formal 
request from the ACP Committee of Ambassadors, possibly to be initiated by 
the AU, to finance the study.  
 
4) Regional Integration and Trade 
 
a) Rationalisation of Regional Economic Communities and Status of 
Economic Partnership Agreements  
 
Ministers welcomed the progress being made in the process of rationalizing 
regional economic communities with a view to make them more effective and 
efficient in their pursuit of the integration of the African continent. They also 
noted the need to enhance the capacities of the RECs and the AUC 
coordination role to ensure optimal synergy and harmonization of programmes 
and policies within and among the RECs. The EU welcomed the work being 
carried out by the AUC in developing a minimum integration and convergence 
programme through the review of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African 
Economic Community timeframes, which would guide the operations of the 
RECs.  
 
Ministers took note of progress in the negotiations for regional Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) to be completed by December 2007. In 
particular they agreed to continue discussions on the questions of EPA 
geographical coverage in some regions, stemming from the overlapping 
membership and agenda of certain RECs.  
 
Ministers agreed to support the process of improving the capacity and 
streamlining of the architecture of AU RECs in line with the AU’s rationalisation 
process.  
 
b) Multilateral Trade Issues  
 
Ministers confirmed they were committed and ready to sustain efforts to 
conclude by the end of this year an ambitious Doha Round that would deliver 
economic growth and development gains for all participants, in particular to 
developing countries. They agreed that all participants should contribute to the 
process with a view of finalising the Doha Development Agenda.  The EU 
confirmed that it was fully aware of the concerns and constraints of developing 
countries especially the least developed and the small and vulnerable ones. 
The African side called upon the EU side to assist in ensuring easy access of 
Africa to the aid for trade initiative in order to support the productive sectors of 









c) Private Sector Development and Business Forum 
 
Ministers welcomed the initiative to establish an EU-Africa Business Forum 
and looked forward to the holding of the first Forum in the last quarter of 2006. 
The EU expressed its readiness to host this Forum in Brussels. They agreed 
that the Forum would be convened annually alternating between Europe and 
Africa. They also agreed that the Forum would complement the Dialogue by 
drawing attention of the business community to the potential business 
opportunities of the African Continent and facilitate direct contacts between 
the business representatives of the two regions. They also agreed that the 
Forum would assist in identifying investment challenges and opportunities and 
make suggestions for eliminating constraints to investment and promoting 
trade in goods and services. 
 
They took note of the report by Commissioner Michel on the results of the 
brainstorming exercise convened on 2 May 2006 which brought together 




Ministers underlined the need to support vigorously the implementation of the 
NEPAD agenda. Ministers encouraged the AU Commission and NEPAD 
Secretariat to continue their efforts to further improve cooperation and 
coordination. They also underlined the necessity for close coordination 
between the African Partnership Forum (APF), and activities to be undertaken 
in the context of the African Action Plan, the EU Strategy and its Joint 
Implementation Matrix. Finally, Ministers welcomed the recent establishment 
of an APF Support Unit as a permanent secretariat for monitoring the 
implementation of the African Action Plan. Ministers called for the Support 
Unit’s close cooperation with the African side. 
 
The Ministers welcomed the outcome of the 6th Africa Partnership Forum 
(APF) that took place in Maputo, Mozambique on 4-5 May, 2006. Ministers 
took note of the focus of the APF collaborative agenda aimed at meeting joint 
African priority commitments in the fields of infrastructure, HIV/AIDS and 




The EU took note of the concerns expressed by the African side regarding the 
potential negative impact of Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of 
Chemicals (REACH) on African exports to the EU. 
 
5) Development Issues 
 
a) EDF Programming 
 
Ministers welcomed the decision to create the 10th European Development 
Fund providing an amount of 22.682 Mio Euro for the six-year period 2008 – 
2013, the bulk of which will be destined for sub-Saharan Africa. Ministers 
 
 




expressed the desire that the programming of the national and regional 
strategies would be completed towards mid 2007 in order to contribute to the 
timely commencement of the implementation of the 10th EDF. The Ministers 
welcomed that national and regional support programmes financed from the 
10th EDF will be guided by the objectives and focus of the new EU Strategy 
for Africa. Ministers welcomed efforts made by the European side to 
accelerate outstanding implementation from previous EDF programmes. 
 
Ministers took note of the African proposal that, given the institutional 
transformation of the AU, it should be given a Pan-African envelope within the 
10th EDF to finance agreed programmes and activities from the EU Strategy 
for Africa.  
 
b) Migration and Development 
 
Ministers agreed that migration is an important issue for both Europe and 
Africa which needs be approached in a holistic way and treated as a priority 
development issue. Ministers recalled their decision of the 5th Ministerial 
Troika Meeting in Bamako to establish a comprehensive dialogue on 
migration. Bearing in mind the decision of the AU Summit in Khartoum on 
preparations leading to an Africa-Europe Ministerial Conference on Migration 
and Development Ministers took note of the outcome of the Algiers experts 
meeting, which took place in April 2006, and which led to a draft common 
African position. Ministers agreed to bear in mind the UN High Level Dialogue 
on Migration.  
 
c) Trafficking in Human Beings 
 
Ministers agreed that the Joint Action Plan on the Fight against Trafficking in 
Human Beings should be implemented as a matter of priority. The EU side 
reiterated its readiness to support African steps to be taken in this direction.  
 
d) Avian Fl 
  
The African side welcomed the European Commission’s proposal to mobilise 
30 million € against Avian Flu through the existing partnership and mechanism 
of the AU (ALIVE). 
  
The EU invited the AU to participate at the next Senior Official Meeting 
scheduled to take place in Vienna on 6th and 7th June, following the Beijing 
Pledging Conference. This meeting will be an opportunity to highlight the 
specific situation of African Countries toward Avian Flu spread and to propose 
that the next meeting being held in Africa. 
 
The African side called upon the EU to continue supporting AU Countries in 
the implementation of Avian Flue Preparedness and Response Plans 










f) Agriculture and Environment 
   
Ministers welcomed the preliminary report of the Continental Assessment of 
Early Warning Systems for Food Security in Africa, which was conducted 
under the auspices of the FAO and was financed by the EU. The AU Ministers 
called for joint action on the implementation of the outcome of this 
assessment. They noted the leadership role taken by the AU Commission with 
regard to the Sustainable Fisheries Investment Fund. Ministers also noted the 
activities of the AUC to establish the African Common Market for Food 
Products as well as the establishment of African Centres of Excellence in 
Agriculture and the Environment. 
 
Recognizing the relevance of environmental protection and management to 
the attainment of food security, poverty reduction and environmental 
sustainability and other MDG goals. Ministers agreed to jointly pursue the 
African environmental agenda with the focus on the prevention and control of 
drought, desertification, land degradation, forestry, fisheries and the promotion 
of sustainable transboundary water management. Based on the results of the 
World Conference on Disaster Reduction in January 2005, the two sides 
agreed to strengthen their cooperation in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction. 
 
g) Infrastructure and Energy 
 
Ministers welcomed the progress report by the Commission on the new EU-
Africa Partnership on Infrastructure to be implemented jointly by the EU, the 
AU and the RECs and they looked forward to the final proposal being 
presented in July 2006. 
 
They welcomed in particular that the Partnership is intended to both have a 
wide scope and promote interconnectivity in regional infrastructure networks 
(roads, rails, ports, energy, water and ICT). This partnership will take into 
consideration and contribute to the NEPAD I-STAP. They expressed their 
expectation that the Partnership and the Infrastructure Consortium will be 
complementary. 
 
Ministers encouraged EU Member States to continue financing infrastructure 
projects for Africa’s sustainable development, i.a. the Trust Fund.  
 
h) Universal Access: scale up efforts on HIV/Aids, TB and Malaria 
 
Ministers took note of the outcome of the Abuja Summit and the Brazzaville 
Commitment on the need to scale up efforts towards universal access to 
prevention, care, treatment and support for HIV/Aids, TB and Malaria. The EU 
pledged continued support in this endeavour. 
 
i) Investing in people (Nyerere programme) 
  
In the context of the two new programmes in the field of Higher Education, 
Ministers noted with satisfaction the rapid progress that has been made in 
creating a new 'window' in the ERASMUS MUNDUS programme and 
 
 




welcomed the opportunities that this new 'window' would offer for high quality 
postgraduate training in Europe. Ministers noted that it was intended to have 
the new programme operational for the 2007/8 European academic year.  
 
Ministers welcomed the NYERERE programme, initiated by the AU, and 
expressed their keen satisfaction at the potential for strengthening the 
capacity of African tertiary education institutions afforded by the new initiative.  
It was noted that the first phase of the Nyerere Programme would be funded 
by the European Commission under 10th EDF and would therefore become 
operational in 2008. It was further noted that a number of important technical 
issues have still to be resolved before the documentation for a concept can be 
presented. Ministers noted that a technical meeting between the European 
Commission and the AU to address these issues was planned for late 





Ministers agreed to hold the 7th Ministerial Meeting of the African and EU 
Troikas in Brazzaville at a date to be mutually agreed.  
 
 
For the EU side     For the African side 
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